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Winter  Binding  in  Monterey 

Monterey  Bay  affords  unusual  opportunities,  with  the  minimum  amount  of 
physical  effort,  for  observing  water  birds  at  close  range. 

The  writer  spent  February  21  and  22  of  this  year  studying  the  winter  bird 
life  in  this  locality,  starting  from  the  beach  in  front  of  the  old  Custom  House 
and  following  the  shore  line  on  foot,  out  as  far  as  Point  Pinos,  and  then  return- 
ing through  a pine  grove  and  on  the  main  drive  which  leads  into  Pacific  Grove. 

Among  the  first  birds  noted  on  the  beach  were  Short-billed  and  Heermann 
Gulls  and  Black  Turnstones.  The  average  Gull  of  any  species  always  appears  in 
perfect  dress,  but  these  Heermann  Gulls  were  the  most  beautiful  Gulls  which  I 
had  ever  seen.  The  shading  from  pure  white  on  the  top  of  the  head  down  to 
the  dark  slate  on  the  back  was  an  example  of  one  of  Nature’s  perfections.  One 
individual,  as  he  flew,  showed  white  markings  on  the  wings  which  at  first  glance 
reminded  one  of  the  white  bars  in  a Nighthawk’s  wing.  This  was  my  first 
observation  of  this  marking. 

From  the  wharves,  one  could  watch  the  Cormorants  which  chose  the  shal- 
low rather  than  the  deep  water  for  fishing.  It  was  amazing  to  see  the  lightning- 
like  swiftness  with  which  they  pursued  their  prey,  and  always  captured  it. 
Brown  Pelicans,  Red-throated  and  Pacific  Loons  also  found  satisfactory  fishing 
grounds  near  these  wharves.  Immense  rafts  of  Surf  Scoters  were  resting  on  the 
water  not  far  away. 

Continuing  along  the  shore  to  a small  sandy  beach,  I observed  a flock  of 
about  seventy-five  Sanderlings  which  furnished  what  proved  to  be  the  comedy 
of  the  day.  Three  Brewer  Blackbirds  were  among  the  Sanderlings  and  seemed 
to  be  trying  to  imitate  them  by  running  back  and  forth  with  the  waves.  The 
Blackbirds  would  run  after  a receding  wave,  but  when  it  came  time  to  retreat, 
flying  seemed  to  be  the  safer  course.  As  soon  as  a Blackbird  rose  in  the  air,  the 
nearest  Sanderling  would  spring  up  and  seize  him  by  a toe  as  if  to  pull  him 
down.  This  looked  like  a good  trick,  but  it  never  worked.  The  Blackbird  always 
escaped  but  still  persisted  in  repeating  the  performance. 

While  sitting  on  a high  rock,  the  better  to  see  the  vast  numbers  of  birds 
which  were  either  resting  upon  or  flying  over  the  water,  my  attention  was  at- 
tracted to  a large  flock  of  birds  which  resembled  both  adult  and  immature  Gulls 
except  for  their  manner  of  flight  and  the  markings  in  the  wings.  They  proved  to 
be  Pacific  Fulmars  in  both  dark  and  light  phases. 

Three  American  Scoters  were  resting  on  the  water  farther  along.  They  had 
chosen  an  area  where  no  other  birds  were  present,  perhaps  indicating  that  exclu- 
siveness is  one  of  the  traits  of  this  species  when  they  venture  inward  from  the 
outer  shores.  Their  presence  here  was  noteworthy  as  they  are  considered  rare 
south  of  San  Francisco.  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  everywhere,  some  sleeping 
on  the  sunny  side  of  rocks,  some  sleeping  on  the  water,  while  others  were  diving. 
Surf-birds  were  present  in  numbers  in  many  places,  as  were  Black  Turnstones. 

Near  the  lighthouse  the  winter  rains  had  filled  a depression  in  the  ground 
forming  a small  lagoon.  Here  three  Black  Brant  were  apparently  at  home.  They 
swam  about  quite  oblivious  to  the  constant  stream  of  automobiles  which  was 
passing.  At  times  they  would  stop  to  feed  alongside  the  road. 
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Near  Pt.  Pinos,  I could  hardly  believe  my  eyes  as  I watched  a Mockingbird 
pursue  a Robin,  as  this  is  not  a location  where  one  would  expect  to  see  either 
of  these  species.  The  Mockingbird  returned  victorious. 

After  leaving  the  shore,  I visited  a pine  grove,  where  Pygmy  Nuthatches 
were  the  first  species  to  attract  my  attention  and  continued  to  be  the  most 
abundant  species  all  during  the  remainder  of  the  walk.  They  were  so  numerous 
the  thought  came  to  me  that  Pacific  Grove  must  furnish  all  the  Pygmy  Nut- 
hatches for  California.  Slender-billed  Nuthatches  were  fairly  common  and 
Hermit  and  Varied  Thrushes  were  numerous.  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  out- 
numbered the  Ruby-crowned.  Townsend  Warblers  were  present  in  numbers, 
many  of  them  singing.  Two  Hermit  Thrushes  were  most  accommodating,  showing 
themselves  off  in  a most  pleasing  manner.  California  Woodpeckers  were  often 
seen  as  were  Hairy,  Downy  and  Nuttall.  At  one  place  a Lewis  Woodpecker  was 
seen  chasing  a Crow  away  from  his  chosen  tree.  Cedar  Waxwings  and  thirteen 
species  of  Sparrows  were  noted  among  the  host. 

Returning  to  Monterey,  a visit  was  made  to  the  lagoon  between  Monterey 
and  Del  Monte  which  is  being  dredged  in  order  to  improve  it.  Large  flocks  of  Gulls 
were  resting  on  the  piles  of  dry  mud.  Among  them  was  a noticeably  smaller  Gull 
which  at  first  glance  resembled  a Bonaparte  Gull,  but  closer  study  proved  it  to 
be  an  immature  Pacific  Ivittiwake.  The  black  crescent  on  the  hind-neck  was 
evident  and  in  flight  the  black  area  near  the  bend  of  the  wing  and  the  black 
band  across  the  tip  of  the  tail  furnished  identifying  marks. 

A total  of  seventy-seven  species  was  noted  during  the  two  days,  and  all  of 
these  species  were  here  to  be  seen,  no  extra  effort  being  made  to  search  out-of- 
the-way  places.  They  just  voluntarily  presented  themselves.  What  a list  one 
might  make  here  if  one  really  “looked  for  birds”! 

“The  Gull,”  August,  1920,  contains  a list  of  “Birds  of  the  Carmel  District,” 
one  hundred  fifty-five  in  number,  compiled  by  A.  S.  Kibbe.  In  “The  Gull,”  Janu- 
ary, 1921,  seven  more  are  added.  From  my  list  nine  species  may  be  added  as 
follows:  Red-throated  Loon,  Black  Brant,  American  Scoter,  Surf-bird,  Pacific 
Kittiwake,  Short-billed  Gull,  Plain  Titmouse,  Slender-billed  Nuthatch,  English 
Sparrow.  A total  of  one  hundred  seventy-one  species. 

Chas.  A.  Bryant,  San  Francisco,  May  25,  1932. 

* ❖ 

May  Study  Trip  was  taken  along  a stream  and  into  two  gardens  in  San 
Anselmo  (Lansdale),  Marin  County,  on  Saturday,  the  21st.  A very  disagreeable, 
windy,  but  clear  afternoon. 

It  being  a day  when  weather-wise  birds  chose  sheltered  spots,  we  did  the 
same  and  found  much  pleasure  in  intimate  studies  of  Turkey  Vulture;  Anna 
Hummingbird;  Kingfisher;  Downy  and  California  Woodpeckers ; Crow;  Western 
Flycatcher;  Chickadee;  Russet-back  Thrush;  Robin;  Warbling  Vireo;  Lutescent, 
Yellow  and  Pileolated  Warblers;  Black-headed  Grosbeak;  Lazuli  Bunting; 
Purple  and  House  Finches;  Green-backed  Goldfinch;  Pine  Siskin;  Spotted 
Towhee;  Chipping  and  Song  Sparrows. 

The  Kingfisher  fishing,  the  young  of  the  Green-backed  Goldfinches  bathing 
and  Chipping  Sparrows  feeding  young,  as  well  as  long  and  close  views  of  the 
Pine  Siskin  bathing  and  the  Lazuli  Bunting  perched,  afforded  beginners  worth- 
while thrills. 

Seven  guests  and  six  visitors  present  for  the  two-hour  trip. 

Anna  Margaret  Smith,  Leader. 


June  Field  Trip  was  taken  on  Sunday,  the  12th,  to  Ross  in  Marin  County. 
The  usual  route  was  followed  through  Ross,  past  Phoenix  Lake,  up  the  Fish 
Gulch  Road  to  the  picnic  place  near  Lake  Lagunitas,  where  luncheon  was  eaten. 
After  luncheon  the  party  continued  on  through  Bon  Tempe  Meadow,  down  the 
Shaver  Grade  along  the  old  Fairfax  Road  to  the  picnic  place  below  Phoenix 
Lake,  where  supper  was  eaten. 
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members  and  eight  guests  were  present  The  day 

had  a nest  nrnrhv  n r was  a pair  of  Kingfishers  which  behaved 
a nest  neaiby.  Continuing  on  toward  Phoenix  Lake  the  usual 

fwffiS°5lthafhP-reSent  MAn5'  SPGCies  gave  ,,s  amP'e  opportunity 
Phoenix  Lake  ( , n®  paB£!(1  along  the  oalc-covered  hillsides  below 

their  sones  " llloated  Gray  Warblers  announced  their  presence  with 

overhead6  N * dam  at  1 hoeil,x  Lake  three  Vaux  Swifts  were  circling 

clim^e(j  the  Fish  Gulch  Road,  the  song  of  the  Monterey  Thrush  was 
A^  wc  ' ; the  ,bu/s  themselves  were  too  well  concealed  to  be  seen. 
T ui  ,,!  , through  Bon  Tempe  Meadow,  we  were  pleased  to  see  the 

Lai  k Spanows  and  hear  their  songs,  assuring  us  that  the  Marsh  Hawk  which  we 

• seen  capture  and  devour  a Lark  Sparrow  on  our  November  trip  had  not 
wiped  out  the  entire  flock. 

. ,T.lle  c^tstanding  event  of  the  day  occurred  along  the  old  Fairfax  Road,  not 
ai  Horn  Phoenix  Lake.  Two  Spotted  Owls  were  perched,  side  by  side,  in  a 
Redwood  tree,  on  a horizontal  branch  which  extended  over  the  road  not  more 
hail  htteen  feet  above  the  ground.  On  our  November,  1931,  trip,  a lone  Spotted 
Owi  was  found  m a similar  situation  along  the  Fish  Gulch  Road.  In  Grinnell 
and  \Y  y the  s Directory  to  the  Bird-life  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Region/’  this 
species  is  recorded  as,  "Very  rare.  Only  three  records  in  the  Bay  Region;  noted 
once  at  Point  Reyes  (no  date);  Mt.  Tamalpais  (May  23,  1S96);  San  Geronimo 
(October  20,  1919).” 


This  was  the  Audubon  Association’s  nineteenth  visit  to  this  region.  The 
first  visit  was  made  in  April,  1919,  followed  by  one  or  two  visits  each  succeeding 
year  until  June,  1929.  Since  then  two  visits  have  been  made  each  year,  one  in 
June  and  one  in  November. 

A few  notes  from  our  records  may  be  of  interest.  Among  the  species  com- 
monly seen,  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Band-tailed  Pigeon  and  Hairy  Woodpecker 
made  their  first  appearance  on  the  June  list.  The  Nuttall  Woodpecker,  Ash- 
tliroated  Flycatcher,  Rough-winged  Swallow  and  Cassin  Vireo  appeared  for  the 
third  time  on  the  list.  The  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  and  Western  Martin 
have  been  “regular  subscribers”  to  our  June  list  since  1929.  Robins  have  been 
absent  only  four  times  in  nineteen  years.  The  California  Jay,  Crow,  and  Spurred 
Towhee  have  appeared  on  every  list  and  the  Bush-tit  and  Wren-tit  have  been 
absent  but  once.  The  Ravens  noted  this  year  are  new  records  for  the  list,  which 
now  totals  one  hundred  and  nine  for  this  region. 


A list  of  sixty-two  species  was  noted,  as  follows: 


Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Cooper  Plawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Killdeer 

Band-tailed  Pigeon 
Mourning  Dove 
Spotted  Owl 
Vaux  Swift 
Allen  Hummingbird 
Kingfisher 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
California  Woodpecker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Nuttall  Woodpecker 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher 
Western  Flycatcher 
Horned  Lark 


Violet-green  Swallow 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

Barn  Swallow 

Cliff  Swallow 

Purple  Martin 

Steller  Jay 

California  Jay 

Raven 

Crow 

Chickadee 

Plain  Titmouse 

Bush-tit 

Creeper 

Wren-tit 

Bewick  Wren 

Robin 

Monterey  Hermit  Thrush 
Russet-backed  Thrush 
Western  Bluebird 
Warbling  Vireo 
Cassin  Vireo 


Hutton  Vireo 
Lutescent  Warbler 
Yellow7  Warbler 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler 
Pileolated  Warbler 
House  Sparrow 
Meadowlark 
Brewer  Blackbird 
Black-headed  Grosbeak 
Lazuli  Bunting 
Purple  Finch 
Linnet 
Pine  Siskin 

Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towhee 
Brown  Towhee 
Lark  Sparrow 
Junco 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


C.  A.  Bryant,  Leader  and  Historian. 
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Audubon  Notes 


July  Meeting  will  be  held  on  Thurs- 
day, the  14th,  at  8 p.  m.,  room  19,  2nd 
floor,  Perry  Building. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  will  be 
Dr.  Adele  Grant,  whose  subject  will  be 
“Some  African  Birds.” 

❖ •>  ♦> 

July  Field  Trip  will  be  taken  on  Sun- 
day, the  17th,  to  Land’s  End,  Cliff 
House  and  Golden  Gate  Park.  Take 
Municipal  car  “C”  and  ride  to  end  of 
line,  where  party  will  form  at  9:30. 
Bring  luncheon. 


Directors’  Meeting:  There  will  be  a 
meeting  of  the  Directors  at  7:30  p.  m., 
.July  14th,  in  the  Ferry  Building. 

❖ ❖ 

Observations:  It  is  again  requested 
of  members  making  reports  of  observa- 
tions at  monthly  meetings  to  bring 
them  in  writing  and  hand  to  Mrs. 
Stephens  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 


Membership  for  the  remainder  of 
1932  is  $1.50.  This  includes  subscription 
to  the  monthly  bulletin,  “The  Gull.” 


June  Meeting:  The  179th  regular 
meeting  was  held  on  June  9th,  in  room 
19,  Perry  Building,  with  fifty-five  mem- 
bers and  guests  present.  First  Vice- 
President  Clias.  A.  Bryant  presiding. 

Field  observations  were  reported  as 
follows: 

Commander  and  Mrs.  Parmenter: 
May  13th,  Skyline  Boulevard,  about 
eight  miles  south  of  the  Half  Moon  Bay 
Road,  Western  Martin;  May  18th,  Cliff 
House,  two  Wandering  Tattlers;  in 
channel  off  Fort  Point,  small  flock  of 
Murres. 


Mrs.  Ynes  Mexia,  a life  member  of 
our  Association,  who  had  just  recently 
returned  from  Brazil,  where  she  spent 
two  and  a half  years  collecting  botan- 
ical specimens,  gave  us  a very  interest- 
ing talk,  describing  many  birds  which 
she  observed  at  various  places  she 
visited. 

Mrs.  Mexia  brought  quite  a number 
of  bird  skins  collected  in  Brazil,  which 
were  of  great  interest  to  all  those 
present. 

V V 

Book  Notices:  “Life  Histories  of 

North  American  Gallinaceous  Birds,” 
by  Arthur  Cleveland  Bent.  This  is 
United  States  Bulletin  No.  162,  the 
ninth  of  a series  on  life  histories  of 
North  American  birds,  and  is  obtain- 
able from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D.  C.  Price,  $1.00. 

❖ ❖ 

“Bird  Watching  in  the  West,”  by 
Frances  Staver  Twining,  with  eighty- 
three  illustrations  by  Florence  Clark. 
A book  containing  stories  of  intimate 
bird-contacts  and  personal  observations 
with  regional  bird-lists  given  in  the 
supplement.  These  lists  include  birds 
commonly  found  from  the  Pacific  to  and 
including  the  eastern  slopes  of  the 
Rockies  north  to  include  most  of  west- 
ern Canada  and  parts  of  Alaska  south 
to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Region.  Ob- 
tainable from  Metropolitan  Press, 
Graphic  Arts  Building,  Portland,  Ore- 
gon. Price  $2.00. 


Water  Ouzel:  The  motion  pictures  of 
the  water  ouzel  in  the  Yosemite  Na- 
tional Park  shown  last  month  with  the 
pictures  of  Mr.  John  Price  were  made 
by  Dr.  Mary  H.  Layman. 


Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

For  the  Study  and  Protection  of  Birds 


President Brighton  C.  Cain 

Corresponding  Secretary C.  B.  Lastreto 

Treasurer Mrs.  A.  B.  Stephens... 

Monthly  meeting  second  Thursday,  8 P.  M., 


- 503  Plaza  Bldg.,  Oakland 

260  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

1695  Filbert  St.,  San  Francisco 

Room  19,  Ferry  Building. 


Address  Bulletin  correspondence  to  Mrs.  A.  B.  Stephens,  Editor,  1695  Filbert  St.,  San  Francisco 
Subscription  to  monthly  Bulletin,  $1.00  per  year.  Single  copies,  15c 
Membership  dues,  payable  January  1st,  $3.00  per  year. 

Student  memberships,  $1.50  per  year.  Life  memberships,  $50.00 

Memoers  are  responsible  for  clues  until  written  notice  of  resignation  is  received  by  Treasurer 


